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COPYRIGHT NOTICE

Reproduction is authorised with prior permission from the author, except for commercial
purposes and provided that the source (EURATEX) is acknowledged.

METHODOLOGICAL NOTES AND
SOURCE

As from 2020, EURATEX decided to reshape the format, content and frequency of the annual
traditional reports, formerly known as the “Bulletins”.
The 4 annual issues have been merged into two reports:

> The Spring Report, an analysis of the EU textile & clothing external trade
- The Autumn Report, an economic analysis of the EU textile & clothing industry and short-
term prospects

EU Data in this report refers to EU-27 (2023).
"T&C" mentioned in this report refers to products categories which are based on the Combined

Nomenclature / Harmonised system: Textiles (HS chapters 50 to 60+63) and clothing (HS
chapters 61+62).

Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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FOREWORD

2023 figures, presented in this report, confirm
that global trade is under pressure; both export
and import figures have come down, resp. -4%
and -17% in value (€). It is interesting to note
that our weak export performance is mainly due
to lower sales in our top-3 target markets
(Switzerland, UK and US), while exports to China
and Tirkiye have actually increased. Imports
from all main trading partners, esp. China and
Bangladesh, came down considerably.

As a result, intra-EU trade has become more
important than with third
Whereas this ratio was around 50/50 for many
years, in 2023 intra-EU trade was 21% higher
than This the
importance of securing a well-functioning EU
Single Market, as suggested in the Letta
Report[1]. European textile clothing
companies need to be able to develop their value
chain within this European context, in order to
compete globally.

trade countries.

“foreign” trade. confirms

and

Global competitiveness will also depend to what
extent the new sustainability rules — currently
being adopted in Brussels — will be implemented

the global textile apparel
Legislation on due diligence, on

throughout and
industry.
ecodesign, on

labour..

waste shipment, on forced
require additional compliance

efforts from our companies. To maintain a level

will

playing field, we need to ensure that everybody
follows these new rules, which requires more
effective market surveillance, to ensure that all
products -
with our standards.

regardless of their origin — comply

1] Enrico Letta « Much more than a Market”, April 2024
2] https://euratex.eu/reachdtextiles/

This requires effective cooperation between the
surveillance authorities and the industry, as
suggested in the Reach4Textiles pilot project[2].

Further cooperation is also required within the
textile value chain, from the fiber makers to the
brands. Euratex has repeatedly called for shared
responsibility in implementing this transition
towards a more sustainable and transparent
textile ecosystem.

Finally, a look into the near future.. On 9 June,
a new European Parliament will be elected and a
new European Commission will be established.
In its Manifesto, EURATEX is calling to maintain a
“free but fair trade policy”, with focus on
negotiating balanced free trade agreements,
promote  nearshoring,  ensure  regulatory
compliance by all, and trade facilitation for our
export-oriented companies. This needs to be
embedded in a broader EU Industrial Strategy,

to safeguard our global competitiveness.

Dirk Vantyghem
Director General


https://euratex.eu/reach4textiles/
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EU TRADE HIGHLIGHTS

2023

turope

is the world
second exporter of
Textile & Clothing,

after China

-17%
drop of EU imports'
value due to weak

demand from
European markets

-4%
decrease of EU T&C
exports' value (-11% in
volume), as high energy
prices and inflation
continued to weigh
heavily on demand

Units: Billion EUR

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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EU TRADE HIGHLIGHTS

2023

In 2023, world merchandise trade fell in value and volume, after recording an expansion in
2022. Import demand in real terms was weak in 2023 in most regions, especially in Europe
but also in North America and Asia. The contrast between the slowdown in merchandise trade
volume and the steady growth of world real GDP is linked to inflationary pressures, which
had a downward effect on consumption, particularly in major traders. The lingering effects of
high energy prices and inflation weighed especially heavily on demand for trade-intensive
manufactured goods.

Similarly, EU textile and clothing total trade, measured by the average of the € value of
exports and imports, decreased 13% in 2023 to € 89.7 billion, following reduced demand
from Extra-EU partners. The trade slump appeared to be broad-based, involving a large
number of countries and products. Among the sectors, total trade value in textiles was down
13%, and trade in clothing articles down 12%. Furthermore, export unit prices went up in
textiles and clothing products by +7.6%, while import prices decreased by -5%.

Since strong price movements tend to distort trade statistics in value terms, it makes sense
to also focus on volumes when analysing trade developments. EU total trade was also down
in volumes (-12%), in particular in the clothing segment, following lower consumer
confidence and weaker demand.

EU exports and imports trade evolution in 2023, compared to 2022:

Total trade values in 2023 were still 9% above 2021 levels and even 5% above the pre-Covid
year, showing some resilience despite the presence of several major economic shocks. In
2024 and 2025, inflation is expected to gradually abate, allowing real incomes to grow again
in advanced economies, boosting consumption of manufactured goods. According to the
World Trade Organization, a recovery of demand for tradable goods in 2024 is already
evident. This is related to an increase in household consumption linked to improved income
prospects.

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT



EXTRA EU-27 YEARLY EVOLUTION OF T&C TRADE,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EXPORTS IN
2023

Textile & clothing exports reached €64 Billion in 2023, with textiles
representing 42% of total exports and clothing products 58%. Weak external
demand and companies’ high production costs reduced exports in Europe.
Extra-EU exports went down by -3.7% in value and by -11% in volume, resulting
in a 8% average prices’ increase of exported products. Under the inflationary
environment, the prices of textile and clothing articles increased in all
categories with the exception of silk and the made-up textiles’ segment.

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EXPORTS IN
2023

Looking at the product breakdown within the sector, exports’ shares showed different trading
patterns in value and in volume. Despite representing only 9% of total exports expressed in tonnes,
the clothing products accounted for 58% of total values shipped worldwide (against 48% in 2010),
thanks to the very high average price of EU products. European companies maintained their strong
market position in high-end products, a trend that was initiated just after the 2008-2009 financial
crisis.

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EXPORTS IN
2023

As shown in the graph below, most segments of the industry recorded a decrease in their exports in
value, with the exception of natural fibers, yarns & threads and men’s clothing. Similarly, data in
volume showed bad performances of EU exporters in all textile categories, and in particular in the
clothing segment.

* excludes Other Textiles outside HS chapters 5063

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EXPORTS IN
2023

During the 2023 year, the bad performances of EU exports to third markets, in value, were due to a
steep decrease in the EU top-3 customers. The exports’ drop recorded in Switzerland, the UK and the
US represented more than 65% of total losses. On the other side, EU sales of textile & clothing largely
improved in China and Tirkiye, and were relatively stable in other Extra-EU markets.

______________________________________________________________________________________________|
T&C: Textile and Clothing
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILES € 27 billion

EXPORTS

The decrease in EU exports of textiles was larger in volume 4.6 MIO TOH

than in value, reflecting a 4.2% increase in unit prices. In Volume in 2023
2023, exports reached almost €27 billion and 4.6 million
tonnes respectively:

The United Kingdom, the United States and China were the main customers of EU textiles, with a market share
of 30% of total exports. With another sustained growth in value, China is now ranking 3rd after the US.
Textiles" exports went down in 2023, following a decrease on some EU top markets: the United States (-7.6%),
the United Kingdom (-6.3%), Tirkiye (-11%), Switzerland (-2.1%), Tunisia (-0.8%), Ukraine (-8.4%) and
Norway (-5.3%).

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILES

EXPORTS

Technical textiles were the main exported products from EU-27, reaching 31% of total textiles” exports (€8.5
billion and almost 1 million tonnes). Woven fabrics were the second most important products in terms of
value share, representing 25% of total exports (€7 billion).

* excludes Other Textiles outsde HS chapters 50-63

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CLOTHING

EXPORTS € 37 billion

Value in 2023

The increase in energy costs in 2022 put European producers at a
competitive disadvantage on international markets. Energy prices
decreased in 2023, but stabilised at a higher level than before
2020, and the gap in energy prices compared to international
peers, in particular to the US, has increased. Following high energy
costs and weak demand, EU exports of clothing articles have shown
disappointing trends over the last year. As displayed in the graph
below, clothing exports from EU Member States contracted by 3.4%
invalue, and 29% in volume:

476 K Ton

Volume in 2023

This decline in the 2023 exports was mainly attributable to the negative evolution in EU’s top-3 customers:
Switzerland (-7.8%), the United Kingdom (-4.7%) and the United States (-7.9%). The EU top-3 customers (the
UK, Switzerland and the US) still accounted for 43% of the total EU-27 customers in 2023. By contrast, EU
exports to other markets have shown healthy growth over the period: China (+5.1%), South Korea (+2.1%),
Hong Kong (+16.5%), Japan (+6.7%), and Tirkiye (+30%).

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CLOTHING

EXPORTS

With an export market share of respectively 39% and 38% (in value), women's clothing as well as other
garments (including babies’ garment, T-shirts, hosiery and clothing accessories) were the main product
classes exported by the EU. This represents a moderate decrease in value (-1 percentage points) and in
volume (-3 points), while men’s clothing market shares increased as compared with 2022.

E——
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

IMPORTS IN
2023

A weak demand in 2023 translated into a drop in EU imports from non-EU countries. The EU-27 imports
dropped by 17% in value (€ -23.5 billion as compared with the previous year) and contracted by almost 13%
in volume, translating into a 5% decrease in the import unit prices as compared with 2022. This decrease
was driven by a slump in imports from EU main supplying countries, including China and Bangladesh. Last
year, the EU was sourcing almost half of clothing articles from these two countries.

The T&C imports’ shares in value and volume diverge:

P Textile products represented only 28% of total imports in value, against 64% in volume;
P while clothing accounted for 72% of total imports in value, against 36% in volume.

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

IMPORTS IN
2023

Similarly, imports’ shares showed different patterns in value and in volume when looking at the more
specific product breakdown. Women's clothing (26% in value | 12% in volume) and other garments
knitted and woven (28% in value | 16% in volume) represented the main segments, both in value and
volume, while other main segments were men's clothing (18% in value | 9% in volume) and technical
textiles (8% in value | 16% in volume):

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

IMPORTS IN
2023

Technical textiles recorded the sharpest contraction in value among textile and clothing imported
products in 2023 (almost -23%), followed by woven and knitted fabrics (-20%), home textiles (-19%),
yarns and natural fibers (-17%), men's and women’s clothing (between -14% and -15%). Similarly,
man-made fibres and carpets recorded large declines during the year (-13%). EU imports in volumes

were also down with technical textiles, fabrics and clothing recording the deepest drops (between
-15% and -20%).

* excludes Other Textles outside HS chapters 50-63

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

IMPORTS IN
2023

Imports from most EU top suppliers recorded negative trends in value. Imports from EU top supplier,
China, slumped by 23%, corresponding to -€10 billion. Furthermore, imports from Bangladesh dropped
by 21% over the period under review. Despite these trends, almost half of textiles & clothing imported
by the EU were still coming from these two supplier countries. By contrast, textile and clothing imports
from the United Kingdom and Tunisia increased by respectively +9.1% and +2.9%.

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILES € 32 billion
I IVI P O RTS Value in 2023

Contrary to the previous year, textile imports from Extra-EU 7 M io TOI’I

countries dropped both, in value and in volume, as
compared with 2022 (-19%, and -11% respectively), achieving Volume in 2023
€32 billion and 7 million tons in 2023:

Textile imports, in value, showed a downward trend across most EU-top partners: China, the EU first supplier
with a market share of 33%, recorded a 27% decrease in 2023 (after climbing by 9% the previous year).
Similarly, imports from other main suppliers fell sharply: Tirkiye (-19.3%), Pakistan (-19.2%), India (-21%),
South Korea (-24%), Vietnam (-9.2%), Japan (-4.9%) and Switzerland (-1.4%). On the other side, EU imports
from the United Kingdom and the United States went further up, by 11.6% and 10% respectively.

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILES

IMPORTS

Despite a 23% fall, technical textiles was still the main product category imported by the EU27, with almost
€9 billion bought in 2023. This segment represented 28% in value of total textiles” imports, against 35% in
2021 and 61% in 2020. Woven fabrics and home textiles” imports accounted for a less sizeable share of total
imports (amounting to respectively €5.4 and €5.6 billion), followed by yarns and threads (€4.5 billion):

* excludes Other Textiles outside HS chapters 50-63

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CLOTHING »
€ 83 hillion

IMPORTS

After the sharp increases recorded in the previous years,
clothing imports in value went substantially down, reaching €83 .
billion (against almost €100 billion the previous year). Imports 3'9 MIO Ton
from non-EU countries fell by 16% in 2023, but were still 15%
higher than the 2021 levels. Similarly, EU imports registered a Volume in 2023
16% decrease in volumes, reaching over 3,900 k tons. As a

result, the clothing market share in total T&C imports reached
72% in value and 36% in volume.

The substantial drop in import values were mainly the result of reduced imports from EU’s main suppliers.
China, Bangladesh and Tirkiye represented more than 60% of EU27 clothing’ imports in 2023. Due to their
large market share, the EU import decline from these 3 suppliers (-20% on average) translated into a €-12.2
billion decrease in clothing articles. Bangladesh’s market share reached 21% today, the 1st decrease since
2008, as it was increasing by an average of 1% point annually, from approximately 7% in 2008. This supplier
exported €17.4 billion to the EU in 2023, which represents a 20.5% reduction compared to 2022. Similarly,
imports from other EU top suppliers contracted significantly over the period: India (-12.9%), Vietnam
(-14.4%), Pakistan -18.1%), Cambodia (-13%), Myanmar (-21.6%), and Morocco (-14%). Tunisia was the only
country recording an increase in imports, among the EU’s top-10 suppliers (+3.5%).

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CLOTHING

IMPORTS

With an import market share of 38% in value, “other garments” (including babies’ garment, T-shirts, pullovers,
special garments, hosiery and clothing accessories) was the main product category imported by the EU. This was
mainly due to a substantial amount of EU imports of t-shirts, jerseys, pullovers and cardigans, which accounted
for 23% of total clothing imports. Today, more than half of these articles are sourced in China and Bangladesh.
Women's clothing was also an important class, representing a market share of 36% of EU27 clothing imports in
value and 32% in volume.

E——
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

TRADE BALANCE
IN 2023

The European Union's trade deficit reached
over -50 billion EUR in 2023 (from -72 billion
the previous year), a noticeable improvement
resulting from a sharp decrease of clothing
imports from China and Bangladesh. However,
the share of clothing in the EU deficit has
increased from 85% to 91%. The textile sector
accounted for only 9% of the total trade deficit
(against 15% the previous year).

At the same time, the export coverage ratio
(export over import) improved, rising from 48%
in 2022 to 56% last year.

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

TRADE BALANCE
IN 2023

In 2023, the EU had a negative trade balance in value with almost all T&C sub-sectors, with the
exception of natural fibers, fabrics and worn articles.

* excludes Other Textiles outside HS chapters 50-63

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

TRADE BALANCE
IN 2023

Taking a regional perspective, among the main Euromed countries, the EU trade surplus deteriorated with
Switzerland (-11.7%) and Norway (-7.5%). By contrast, the EU trade balance improved with some key
Mediterranean clothing suppliers: Egypt (+16%), Morocco (+45%) and Tirkiye (+20%).

The EU trade surplus decreased markedly with some South American countries, such as Mexico (-29%) and
Brazil (-20%).

Among the main Asian countries, the EU trade evolutions have resulted in a reduction of EU trade deficit
with Myanmar (-22%), Vietnam (-15%), Cambodia (-13%), Bangladesh (-21%), Pakistan (-18%), Indonesia
(-27%), India (-18%), Sri Lanka (-20%), China (-27%), Philippines (-59%) and Thailand (-48%);
Additionally, the EU registered an improved trade surplus with Hong Kong (+17%), Japan (+11 %) and South
Korea (+49%). On the other side, trade surplus deteriorated with Singapore (-6%) and -only marginally-
with Macau. Finally, the EU trade balance with Malaysia and Taiwan turned positive.

EU performances with other
major trading partners
delivered  some  negative
trends, following trade surplus
deteriorations with the United
States  (-13%), the United
Kingdom (-13%) and Canada
(-10%). By contrast, the EU
trade balance improved with
Russia (+8%), Ukraine (+20%)
and South Africa (+16%).

The graph summarises these
trends in the balance of trade
in textiles & clothing by EU-27
trade  partners  (2023/2022
variations based on values):

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

TRADE BALANCE
IN 2023

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EXTRA & INTRA-
EU TRADE

Evolution of the EU Trade Patterns

Since the beginning of the century, we can notice a change in the EU trade patterns regarding the
distribution between the intra and extra-EU trade. Indeed, the EU Member States are more and
more looking for suppliers outside the EU and, in particular from low-cost Asian countries. This
reflects the globalisation of the economy and the delocalisation process outside Europe.

The effects of the financial crisis in 2008 slowed-down the relocation process and fostered a
redirection of trade with nearby countries to benefit from different assets such as service, flexibility
and fast deliveries. Between 2010 and 2019, the distribution between the intra and extra-tEU
imports was relatively balanced. This equilibrium in the EU trade patterns was disrupted by the
Covid-19 crisis. Indeed, the intra-EU share in T&C imports recorded its lowest value in 2020, while
the extra-EU share reached a record-high, boosted by the demand of several key products including
nonwovens and face masks.

Intra-EU imports in 2023 still account for a large share of total imports in value. As of today, more
than half of our imported T&C goods originate from within the EU, whereas 70% of companies’
“exports” are to another member state (the Intra/Extra ratio reached 121%).

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EXTRA & INTRA-
EU TRADE

Imports  from  other EU
countries, as a share of total
trade in textile & clothing, ranged
from just over 32 % for Ireland to
93 % for Luxembourg in 2023. The
main trading region of France and
Germany for the exchange of T&C
continued to be Europe, which
accounted for respectively 55% of
France imports and 53% of
German imports. By contrast, Italy
and Spain were mainly trading
with international markets.

On the export side, the share of
intra-EU exports increased by 4
percentage points from 2015,
denoting a rising demand from the
EU internal market over the last
years. Exports to other EU
countries, as a share of total trade
in textile & clothing, ranged from
just over 37 % for Ireland to 89 %
for the Czech Republic in 2023.
German exports to the EU-27
amounted to 73% of its total
trade. In Italy, exports are evenly
spread across EU and non-EU
countries (50%/50%).

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EXTRA & INTRA-
EU TRADE

Importance of extra-EU imports of textile products in
total imports

By measuring the importance of extra EU imports in total EU imports (computed as the share of
extra EU imports in extra + intra EU imports), we can identify textile products for which the EU
mainly relies on foreign sources (share above 50%).

As we have seen in the previous section, intra-EU imports still account for a large share of total
imports in value. However, the analysis by categories reveals that the importance of extra-EU
imports can be relatively high in some textile segments (i.e. natural fibers and home textiles),
even if it is decreasing over time :

Following an in-depth data analysis at CN 8-digit level, we could identify 423 textile products (over
a total of 1143) for which the EU is highly dependent on foreign sources. This number implies
that more than 37% of textile and clothing imported products originate from non-EU27 suppliers.
Among these highly dependent textile products, 45 have a share of extra-EU imports above 80%,
with some textiles being almost fully dependent on non-EU countries. This is particularly the case of
some input materials such as wool and fine or coarse animal hair (i.e. cashmere) and cotton.
Besides, raw silk imports from extra-EU countries are also well above the amount sourced from EU

member states.
|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT



SPRING REPORT 2024 « PAGE 36

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EXTRA & INTRA-
EU TRADE

Textile products that mainly rely on foreign sources
(High share of extra-EU imports in total EU imports, based on values)

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EXTRA & INTRA-
EU TRADE

This dependency of textile products
is even higher when we analyse data
in volumes (tons), as the value of
extra-EU imports accounts for the
majority of total EU imports for
more than half of the imported
textiles. More precisely, the EU is
highly dependent on foreign sources
for 52% of textile and clothing
imported products (corresponding
to almost 600 textile goods), a share
that is increasing over time.

Textile products that mainly rely on foreign sources
(high share of extra-EU imports in total EU imports, based on volumes)

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

REGIONS' SHARE
IN 2023

Methodological note

The main country groupings included in this section are:

* EFTA & UK: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland & United Kingdom

* NAFTA: USA, Canada, Mexico

* SOUTHERN NEIGHBOURHOOD: Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Libya, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia,
Palestine Territories, Tlrkiye

* EASTERN NEIGHBOURHOOD: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine, Russia

* SOUTH EAST EUROPE: Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia

* MERCOSUR : Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay

* SAARC: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka

* ASEAN: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
Vietnam

* EAST ASIA: Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, China

* ACP: Africa, Caribbean and Pacific countries

* OTHER: Rest of the world

BOX1: Ukraine

BOX2: “Pan-Euromed”:

e the EFTA States (Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein),

e the Faroe Islands,

e the participants in the Barcelona Process (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco,
Palestine territories, Syria, Tunisia and Tirkiye),

e the participants in the EU's Stabilisation and Association Process (Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Kosovo),

* the Republic of Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine.

BOX3: MERCOSUR

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

SHARE OF
REGIONS IN
IMPORTS

Even though China remained the main EU supplier
with a total of €33 billion, down by -23% from the
previous year, this supplier has seen its market share
diminishing steadily year after year, reaching 29% of
textile and clothing shipped to the EU in 2022.
Higher labour costs started to drive more labour-
intensive industries, such as apparel, to other
countries in the mid-2010s. 2020 was an exception to
that trend, as the market share of China jumped to a
42% record, boosted by the demand for face masks
and personal protective equipment (PPE) in the wake
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

SHARE OF
REGIONS IN
IMPORTS

With China representing today 94% of imports from
East Asia, we can notice similar trade patterns for that
region: the leading role of East Asia in extra-EU
imports declined rapidly from a 44% record in 2020,
following the Covid-19 outbreak, to 31% in 2023 (a
share that remains higher than before the pandemic).

Contrasting with East Asia pattern, the SAARC zone
has grown steadily since 2001, doubling its share in
the EU’s textile & clothing imports from 14% in 2001
to 28% in 2023. This impressive growth is mainly due
to the performances of Bangladesh, which controls
today 15% of total EU imports (against 4% in 2001).
Despite a -18% drop last year, companies in the
ASEAN area are quite dynamic, allowing them to
control a growing EU import market share over the
years. The share went up from 7% in 2014 to 11% in
2023.

Among the other main supplying zones, the Southern
Neighbourhood countries, which have long benefited

from their proximity to the EU-27 markets, have
considerably weakened their position since 2004, with
an EU import's share shrinking from 26% to 15% in EURATEX has launched the EU-Ukraine Textile
2020. However, the market share jumped to 19% the Initiative in - cooperation with  Ukrlegprom, - fo
. N ) ) , promote cooperation between both sides.
following years, following increased supplier diversity

initiatives from buyers and nearshoring.

These four zones accounted for 88% of total extra-EU
textiles and clothing imports in 2023, against 109%
the previous year.

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

SHARE OF
REGIONS IN
EXPORTS

The EU-27 exports of textile and clothing,
characterised by high value-added products, are a
major driver for the sound development of the
companies’ turnover on a yearly basis. Even though
average prices are above world levels, EU companies
are supplying their products across the world, thus
reducing their geographical risk.

Other European countries and neighbourhood regions
are the largest trading partners of the EU-27. As a
matter of fact, the top-four main country groupings (
EFTA & UK, Eastern & Southern Neighbourhood as well
as South-East Europe) accounted for 52% of total EU
exports in 2023. In spite of its modest size, EFTA as
well as UK accounted for 28% of total EU exports with
more than € 18 billion sold to these markets last year.
With a respective share of 13% and 7%, the Southern
and Eastern Neighbourhood was also playing an
important role for EU companies.

With a share of more than 15%, East Asia, including
China was the second largest partner of the European
Union. Among American regions, European exporters
performed relatively well in the region NAFTA (14%
market share).

Finally, the other destination markets (Mercosur,
ASEAN, SAARC and ACP) accounted for 8% of total EU
exports in 2023.

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT

Box 2 : Pan-Euromed

The Pan-Euromed, covering the EU's neighbourhood
area®, is an important region for the EU-27, as trade
with these countries accounted for €677 billion. For
the EU textile and clothing sector, the region
represented 36% of its exports in 2023, against 30%
10 years ago. Last year exports slightly decreased
(-2.6%), but were still representing almost € 23
billion.

In 2023, new and modernised rules of origin, that
aim to increase trade between the EU and
neighbouring  countries in the  Pan-Euro-
Mediterranean region, have been adopted. These
rules will be implemented as of 1 January 2025 and
will modernise all preferential trade agreements
among the 24 PEM trading partners by making the
relevant ‘rules of origin' in those agreements more
flexible and business-friendly.

* See Methodological note
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TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

EU TRADE
BALANCE WITH
MAIN REGIONS

Among Europe and the neighbourhood regions, the EU recorded the
largest trade surplus with EFTA & UK reaching € 13 billion in 2023 (a
+56% compared to 10 vyears ago), followed by the Eastern
Neighbourhood and South-East Europe with respectively € 3.3 billion
and € 368 million. By contrast, the EU27 has a substantial trade deficit
with Southern Neighbourhood (€ -12.9 billion), which however shrank
by 20% as compared with 2022.

The EU-27's trade deficit with the main Asian groupings has grown
considerably over the years. Today, the trade deficit with SAARC and
East Asia regions are the largest, with respectively € -30 billion and €
-26 billion in 2023. The EU deficit with ASEAN countries is lower but
recorded a 91% increase over the 2014-2023 period reaching today
almost € -11 billion.

Finally, the EU’s trade surplus with the other main regions has grown
continuously over the years. Today, the trade surplus with NAFTA is
relatively high, amounting to almost € 7 billion (a 62% increase
compared to 10 years ago). Similarly, the EU has a trade surplus with
ACP countries (over € 1 billion) and MERCOSUR (€ 277 million), an
increase of respectively 17% and 10%, as compared with 10 years ago.

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT

Box 3 : MERCOSUR

The EU is Mercosur's second biggest trade in goods
partner after China, and the no. 11 trade in goods
partner for the EU. In 2023 the EU's exports of textile
& clothing products to the four Mercosur countries
totalled €480 million, while Mercosur's exports to
the EU were €203 million. The main T&C products,
exported to Mercosur last year, were technical and
industrial textiles, accounting for more than half of
EU's total T&C exports.

The EU has concluded a trade agreement with the
four founding members of Mercosur (Argentina,
Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay) as part of an
Association Agreement. Current trade relations
between the EU and Mercosur are based on an
inter-regional Framework Cooperation Agreement. In
2019, the EU and Mercosur reached a political
agreement for an ambitious, balanced and
comprehensive trade agreement.

Despite the progress made, the parties failed to sign
afinal deal at the December 2023 Mercosur summit.
Talks will continue with a new deadline set for 2024,
since the majority of EU Member States backs the
deal.
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DETAILED REPORTS

4 5 Extra EU-27 trade by sub-sector

Total T&C
Invalue 46
Involume 49

Analysis by main partners

Natural fibres 52 Technical textiles 58
Man-made fibres 53 Home textiles 59
Yarns and threads 54 Workwear 60
Woven fabrics 55 Men's clothing 61
Knitted fabrics 56 Women's clothing 62
Carpets 57 Other garments 63

6 4 EXTRA EU-27 trade by main partners

2014 - 2023 Yearly evolution & analysis by product family

by COUNTRY New Zealand 101
Australia 65 Norway 104
Bangladesh 68 Pakistan 107
Cambodia /1 Russia 110
Caﬂada 74 South Korea 113
China 17 Sri Lanka 116
Hong Kong 80 suiverland 119
ndia 83 Tunisia 122
Indonesia 86 Tirkiye 125
Japan 89 Ukraine 128
Mexico 92 United Kingdom 131
Morocco 9 United States 134
Myanmar B Vietam 137

by REGION
ASEAN 141
MERCOSUR 144

PANEUROMED 17
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY

IN VALUE
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY,

IN VOLUME
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY
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NATURAL FIBRES' MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MAN-MADE FIBRES" MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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YARNS AND THREADS" MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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WOVEN FABRICS' MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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KNITTED FABRICS" MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CARPETS' MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TECHNICAL TEXTILES™ MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT



-~

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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WORKWEAR MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MEN'S CLOTHING MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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WOMEN'S CLOTHING MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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OTHER GARMENTS™ MAIN PARTNERS,

IN VALUE

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
* Knitted and woven articles, including babies’ garment, t-shirts, hosiery and clothing accessories
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Source: EURATEX, based on IHS
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY MAIN
PARTNERS

2014 - 2023 YEARLY
EVOLUTION &
ANALYSIS BY
PRODUCT FAMILY

BY COUNTRY & REGION
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AUSTRALIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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AUSTRALIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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AUSTRALIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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BANGLADESH

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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BANGLADESH

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT



SPRING REPORT 2024 - PAGE 70

BANGLADESH

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CAMBODIA

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CAMBODIA

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CAMBODIA

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CANADA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT



SPRING REPORT 2024 - PAGE 75

CANADA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CANADA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CHINA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CHINA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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CHINA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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HONG KONG

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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HONG KONG

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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HONG KONG

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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INDIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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INDIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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INDIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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INDONESIA

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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INDONESIA

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT



SPRING REPORT 2024 - PAGE 88

INDONESIA

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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JAPAN

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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JAPAN

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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JAPAN

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MEXICO

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MEXICO

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MEXICO

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MOROCCO

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MOROCCO

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MOROCCO

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MYANMAR

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MYANMAR

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MYANMAR

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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NEW ZEALAND

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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NEW ZEALAND

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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NEW ZEALAND

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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NORWAY

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT



SPRING REPORT 2024 - PAGE 105

NORWAY

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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NORWAY

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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PAKISTAN

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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PAKISTAN

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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PAKISTAN

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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RUSSIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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RUSSIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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RUSSIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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SOUTH KOREA

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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SOUTH KOREA

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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SOUTH KOREA

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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SRI'LANKA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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SRI LANKA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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SRI LANKA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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SWITZERLAND

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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SWITZERLAND

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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SWITZERLAND

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TUNISIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TUNISIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TUNISIA

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TURKEY

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TURKIYE

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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TURKIYE

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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UKRAINE

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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UKRAINE

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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UKRAINE

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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UNITED KINGDOM

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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UNITED KINGDOM

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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UNITED KINGDOM

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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UNITED STATES

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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UNITED STATES

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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UNITED STATES

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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VIETNAM

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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VIETNAM

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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VIETNAM

____________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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EXTRA EU-27 BY MAIN
PARTNERS

2014 - 2023 YEARLY
EVOLUTION &
ANALYSIS BY
PRODUCT FAMILY

BY REGION:

ASEAN

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, CAMBODIA, INDONESIA, LAOS, MALAYSIA,
MYANMAR, PHILIPPINES, SINGAPORE, THAILAND, VIETNAM

MERCOSUR

ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, PARAGUAY, URUGUAY

PANEUROMED

ALBANIA, ALGERIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, EGYPT, FAROES,
MACEDONIA, GEORGIA, ICELAND, ISRAEL, JORDAN, KOSOVO,
LEBANON, LIECHTENSTEIN, MOLDOVA, MONTENEGRO, MOROCCO,
NORWAY, PALESTINIAN, SERBIA, SWITZERLAND, SYRIA, TUNISIA,
TURKIVE, UKRAINE
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ASEAN

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, CAMBODIA, INDONESIA, LAOS, MALAYSIA, MYANMAR, PHILIPPINES,
SINGAPORE, THAILAND, VIETNAM

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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ASEAN

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, CAMBODIA, INDONESIA, LAOS, MALAYSIA, MYANMAR, PHILIPPINES,
SINGAPORE, THAILAND, VIETNAM

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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ASEAN

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, CAMBODIA, INDONESIA, LAOS, MALAYSIA, MYANMAR, PHILIPPINES,
SINGAPORE, THAILAND, VIETNAM

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MERCOSUR

ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, PARAGUAY, URUGUAY

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MERCOSUR

ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, PARAGUAY, URUGUAY

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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MERCOSUR

ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, PARAGUAY, URUGUAY

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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PANEUROMED

ALBANIA, ALGERIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, EGYPT, FAROES, MACEDONIA, GEORGIA, ICELAND, ISRAEL,
JORDAN, KOSOVO, LEBANON, LIECHTENSTEIN, MOLDOVA, MONTENEGRO, MOROCCO, NORWAY,
PALESTINIAN, SERBIA, SWITZERLAND, SYRIA, TUNISIA, TURKEY, UKRAINE

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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PANEUROMED

ALBANIA, ALGERIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, EGYPT, FAROES, MACEDONIA, GEORGIA, ICELAND, ISRAEL,
JORDAN, KOSOVO, LEBANON, LIECHTENSTEIN, MOLDOVA, MONTENEGRO, MOROCCO, NORWAY,
PALESTINIAN, SERBIA, SWITZERLAND, SYRIA, TUNISIA, TURKIYE, UKRAINE

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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PANEUROMED

ALBANIA, ALGERIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, EGYPT, FAROES, MACEDONIA, GEORGIA, ICELAND, ISRAEL,
JORDAN, KOSOVO, LEBANON, LIECHTENSTEIN, MOLDOVA, MONTENEGRO, MOROCCO, NORWAY,
PALESTINIAN, SERBIA, SWITZERLAND, SYRIA, TUNISIA, TURKEY, UKRAINE

|
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source; IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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