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Reproduction is authorised with prior permission from the author, except for commercial
purposes and provided that the source (EURATEX) is acknowledged. 

As from 2020, EURATEX decided to reshape the format, content and frequency of the annual
traditional reports, formerly known as the “Bulletins”. 
The 4 annual issues have been merged into two reports:

The Spring Report, an analysis of the EU textile & clothing external trade 
The Autumn Report, an economic analysis of the EU textile & clothing industry and short-
term prospects

EU Data in this report refers to EU-27 (2023).

"T&C" mentioned in this report refers to products categories which are based on the Combined
Nomenclature / Harmonised system: Textiles (HS chapters 50 to 60+63) and clothing (HS
chapters 61+62).

Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

METHODOLOGICAL NOTES AND
SOURCE
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FOREWORD

2 0 2 3  f i g u r e s ,  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  c o n f i r m

t h a t  g l o b a l  t r a d e  i s  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e ;  b o t h  e x p o r t

a n d  i m p o r t  f i g u r e s  h a v e  c o m e  d o w n ,  r e s p .  - 4 %

a n d  - 1 7 %  i n  v a l u e  ( € ) .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e

t h a t  o u r  w e a k  e x p o r t  p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  m a i n l y  d u e

t o  l o w e r  s a l e s  i n  o u r  t o p - 3  t a r g e t  m a r k e t s

( S w i t z e r l a n d ,  U K  a n d  U S ) ,  w h i l e  e x p o r t s  t o  C h i n a

a n d  T ü r k i y e  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d .  I m p o r t s

f r o m  a l l  m a i n  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r s ,  e s p .  C h i n a  a n d

B a n g l a d e s h ,  c a m e  d o w n  c o n s i d e r a b l y .

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  i n t r a - E U  t r a d e  h a s  b e c o m e  m o r e

i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t r a d e  w i t h  t h i r d  c o u n t r i e s .

W h e r e a s  t h i s  r a t i o  w a s  a r o u n d  5 0 / 5 0  f o r  m a n y

y e a r s ,  i n  2 0 2 3  i n t r a - E U  t r a d e  w a s  2 1 %  h i g h e r

t h a n  “ f o r e i g n ”  t r a d e .  T h i s  c o n f i r m s  t h e

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s e c u r i n g  a  w e l l - f u n c t i o n i n g  E U

S i n g l e  M a r k e t ,  a s  s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h e  L e t t a

R e p o r t [ 1 ] .  E u r o p e a n  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g

c o m p a n i e s  n e e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  v a l u e

c h a i n  w i t h i n  t h i s  E u r o p e a n  c o n t e x t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o

c o m p e t e  g l o b a l l y .

G l o b a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  w i l l  a l s o  d e p e n d  t o  w h a t

e x t e n t  t h e  n e w  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  r u l e s  –  c u r r e n t l y

b e i n g  a d o p t e d  i n  B r u s s e l s  –  w i l l  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  g l o b a l  t e x t i l e  a n d  a p p a r e l

i n d u s t r y .  L e g i s l a t i o n  o n  d u e  d i l i g e n c e ,  o n

e c o d e s i g n ,  o n  w a s t e  s h i p m e n t ,  o n  f o r c e d

l a b o u r …  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m p l i a n c e

e f f o r t s  f r o m  o u r  c o m p a n i e s .  T o  m a i n t a i n  a  l e v e l

p l a y i n g  f i e l d ,  w e  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y

f o l l o w s  t h e s e  n e w  r u l e s ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  m o r e

e f f e c t i v e  m a r k e t  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l

p r o d u c t s  -  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n  –  c o m p l y

w i t h  o u r  s t a n d a r d s .  

T h i s  r e q u i r e s  e f f e c t i v e  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e

s u r v e i l l a n c e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  a s

s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h e  R e a c h 4 T e x t i l e s  p i l o t  p r o j e c t [ 2 ] .  

F u r t h e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  w i t h i n  t h e

t e x t i l e  v a l u e  c h a i n ,  f r o m  t h e  f i b e r  m a k e r s  t o  t h e

b r a n d s .  E u r a t e x  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  c a l l e d  f o r  s h a r e d

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n

t o w a r d s  a  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t

t e x t i l e  e c o s y s t e m .

F i n a l l y ,  a  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e …  O n  9  J u n e ,

a  n e w  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  w i l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a n d  a

n e w  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .

I n  i t s  M a n i f e s t o ,  E U R A T E X  i s  c a l l i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  a

“ f r e e  b u t  f a i r  t r a d e  p o l i c y ” ,  w i t h  f o c u s  o n

n e g o t i a t i n g  b a l a n c e d  f r e e  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s ,

p r o m o t e  n e a r s h o r i n g ,  e n s u r e  r e g u l a t o r y

c o m p l i a n c e  b y  a l l ,  a n d  t r a d e  f a c i l i t a t i o n  f o r  o u r

e x p o r t - o r i e n t e d  c o m p a n i e s .  T h i s  n e e d s  t o  b e

e m b e d d e d  i n  a  b r o a d e r  E U  I n d u s t r i a l  S t r a t e g y ,

t o  s a f e g u a r d  o u r  g l o b a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s .

D i r k  V a n t y g h e m

D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l

[1] Enrico Letta « Much more than a Market”, April 2024
[2] https://euratex.eu/reach4textiles/

https://euratex.eu/reach4textiles/
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E u r o p e  
i s  t h e  wor ld

second  expor te r  o f
T e x t i l e  &  C l o t h i n g ,

a f t e r  C h i n a

-17%  
d r o p  o f  E U  impor t s '

v a l u e  d u e  t o  w e a k
d e m a n d  f r o m

E u r o p e a n  m a r k e t s

- 4 %
d e c r e a s e  o f  E U  T & C

expor t s '  v a l u e  ( - 1 1 %  i n
v o l u m e ) ,  a s  h i g h  e n e r g y

p r i c e s  a n d  i n f l a t i o n
c o n t i n u e d  t o  w e i g h
h e a v i l y  o n  d e m a n d
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EU TRADE HIGHLIGHTS
2023

Units: Billion EUR



Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  wor ld  merchand i se  t rade  f e l l  i n  v a l u e  a n d  v o l u m e ,  a f t e r  r e c o r d i n g  a n  e x p a n s i o n  i n
2 0 2 2 .  I m p o r t  d e m a n d  i n  r e a l  t e r m s  w a s  w e a k  i n  2 0 2 3  i n  m o s t  r e g i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  E u r o p e
b u t  a l s o  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  a n d  A s i a .  T h e  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  s l o w d o w n  i n  m e r c h a n d i s e  t r a d e
v o l u m e  a n d  t h e  s t e a d y  g r o w t h  o f  w o r l d  r e a l  G D P  i s  l i n k e d  t o  i n f l a t i o n a r y  p r e s s u r e s ,  w h i c h
h a d  a  d o w n w a r d  e f f e c t  o n  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  m a j o r  t r a d e r s .  T h e  l i n g e r i n g  e f f e c t s  o f
h i g h  e n e r g y  p r i c e s  a n d  i n f l a t i o n  w e i g h e d  e s p e c i a l l y  h e a v i l y  o n  d e m a n d  f o r  t r a d e - i n t e n s i v e
m a n u f a c t u r e d  g o o d s .

S i m i l a r l y ,  EU  tex t i l e  and  c lo th ing  to ta l  t rade ,  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  t h e  €  v a l u e  o f
e x p o r t s  a n d  i m p o r t s ,  d e c r e a s e d  1 3 %  i n  2 0 2 3  t o  €  8 9 . 7  b i l l i o n ,  f o l l o w i n g  r e d u c e d  d e m a n d
f r o m  E x t r a - E U  p a r t n e r s .  T h e  t r a d e  s l u m p  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  b r o a d - b a s e d ,  i n v o l v i n g  a  l a r g e
n u m b e r  o f  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  p r o d u c t s .  A m o n g  t h e  s e c t o r s ,  t o t a l  t r a d e  v a l u e  i n  t e x t i l e s  w a s  d o w n
1 3 % ,  a n d  t r a d e  i n  c l o t h i n g  a r t i c l e s  d o w n  1 2 % .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  e x p o r t  u n i t  p r i c e s  w e n t  u p  i n
t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  p r o d u c t s  b y  + 7 . 6 % ,  w h i l e  i m p o r t  p r i c e s  d e c r e a s e d  b y  - 5 % .

S i n c e  s t r o n g  p r i c e  m o v e m e n t s  t e n d  t o  d i s t o r t  t r a d e  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  v a l u e  t e r m s ,  i t  m a k e s  s e n s e
t o  a l s o  f o c u s  o n  v o l u m e s  w h e n  a n a l y s i n g  t r a d e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  E U  t o t a l  t r a d e  w a s  a l s o  d o w n
i n  v o l u m e s  ( - 1 2 % ) ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e g m e n t ,  f o l l o w i n g  l o w e r  c o n s u m e r
c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  w e a k e r  d e m a n d .  

EU  expor t s  and  impor t s  t rade  evo lu t ion  in  2023 ,  compared  to  2022 :
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2023

T o t a l  t r a d e  v a l u e s  i n  2 0 2 3  w e r e  s t i l l  9 %  a b o v e  2 0 2 1  l e v e l s  a n d  e v e n  5 %  a b o v e  t h e  p r e - C o v i d
y e a r ,  s h o w i n g  s o m e  r e s i l i e n c e  d e s p i t e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  m a j o r  e c o n o m i c  s h o c k s .  I n
2 0 2 4  a n d  2 0 2 5 ,  i n f l a t i o n  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  g r a d u a l l y  a b a t e ,  a l l o w i n g  r e a l  i n c o m e s  t o  g r o w  a g a i n
i n  a d v a n c e d  e c o n o m i e s ,  b o o s t i n g  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  g o o d s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
W o r l d  T r a d e  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a  r e c o v e r y  o f  d e m a n d  f o r  t r a d a b l e  g o o d s  i n  2 0 2 4  i s  a l r e a d y
e v i d e n t .  T h i s  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  h o u s e h o l d  c o n s u m p t i o n  l i n k e d  t o  i m p r o v e d  i n c o m e
p r o s p e c t s .  



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  IHS, based on EUROSTAT

EXTRA EU-27 YEARLY EVOLUTION OF T&C TRADE, 
IN VALUE
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   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT

Tex t i l e  &  c lo th ing  expor t s  reached  €64  B i l l i on  in  2023 ,  w i t h  t e x t i l e s

r e p r e s e n t i n g  4 2 %  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  p r o d u c t s  5 8 % .  W e a k  e x t e r n a l

d e m a n d  a n d  c o m p a n i e s ’  h i g h  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s  r e d u c e d  e x p o r t s  i n  E u r o p e .

E x t r a - E U  e x p o r t s  w e n t  d o w n  b y  - 3 . 7 %  i n  v a l u e  a n d  b y  - 1 1 %  i n  v o l u m e ,  r e s u l t i n g

i n  a  8 %  a v e r a g e  p r i c e s ’  i n c r e a s e  o f  e x p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s .  U n d e r  t h e  i n f l a t i o n a r y

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a r t i c l e s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  a l l

c a t e g o r i e s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  s i l k  a n d  t h e  m a d e - u p  t e x t i l e s ’  s e g m e n t .
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EXPORTS  IN
2023

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING
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EXPORTS  IN
2023

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p roduc t  b reakdown  w i t h i n  t h e  s e c t o r ,  e x p o r t s ’  s h a r e s  s h o w e d  d i f f e r e n t  t r a d i n g

p a t t e r n s  i n  v a l u e  a n d  i n  v o l u m e .  D e s p i t e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o n l y  9 %  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t o n n e s ,

t h e  c l o t h i n g  p r o d u c t s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  5 8 %  o f  t o t a l  v a l u e s  s h i p p e d  w o r l d w i d e  ( a g a i n s t  4 8 %  i n  2 0 1 0 ) ,

t h a n k s  t o  t h e  v e r y  h i g h  a v e r a g e  p r i c e  o f  E U  p r o d u c t s .  E u r o p e a n  c o m p a n i e s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  s t r o n g

m a r k e t  p o s i t i o n  i n  h i g h - e n d  p r o d u c t s ,  a  t r e n d  t h a t  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9  f i n a n c i a l

c r i s i s .
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   Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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EXPORTS  IN
2023

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

A s  s h o w n  i n  t h e  g r a p h  b e l o w ,  m o s t  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  r e c o r d e d  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e i r  e x p o r t s  i n

v a l u e ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  f i b e r s ,  y a r n s  &  t h r e a d s  a n d  m e n ’ s  c l o t h i n g .  S i m i l a r l y ,  d a t a  i n

v o l u m e  s h o w e d  b a d  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  E U  e x p o r t e r s  i n  a l l  t e x t i l e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  t h e

c l o t h i n g  s e g m e n t .



   T&C: Textile and Clothing 
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source: IHS, based on EUROSTAT

EXPORTS  IN
2023

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 3  y e a r ,  t h e  b a d  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  E U  e x p o r t s  t o  t h i r d  m a r k e t s ,  i n  v a l u e ,  w e r e  d u e  t o  a

s t e e p  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  E U  t o p - 3  c u s t o m e r s .  T h e  e x p o r t s ’  d r o p  r e c o r d e d  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  t h e  U K  a n d  t h e

U S  r e p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  t h a n  6 5 %  o f  t o t a l  l o s s e s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  E U  s a l e s  o f  t e x t i l e  &  c l o t h i n g  l a r g e l y

i m p r o v e d  i n  C h i n a  a n d  T ü r k i y e ,  a n d  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  i n  o t h e r  E x t r a - E U  m a r k e t s .
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€ 27 billion  

4.6 Mio Ton

Value in 2023

Volume in 2023
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T h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  C h i n a  w e r e  t h e  m a i n  c u s t o m e r s  o f  E U  t e x t i l e s ,  w i t h  a  m a r k e t  s h a r e

o f  3 0 %  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s .  W i t h  a n o t h e r  s u s t a i n e d  g r o w t h  i n  v a l u e ,  C h i n a  i s  n o w  r a n k i n g  3 r d  a f t e r  t h e  U S .

T e x t i l e s ’  e x p o r t s  w e n t  d o w n  i n  2 0 2 3 ,  f o l l o w i n g  a  d e c r e a s e  o n  s o m e  E U  t o p  m a r k e t s :  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( - 7 . 6 % ) ,

t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  ( - 6 . 3 % ) ,  T ü r k i y e  ( - 1 1 % ) ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  ( - 2 . 1 % ) ,  T u n i s i a  ( - 0 . 8 % ) ,  U k r a i n e  ( - 8 . 4 % )  a n d

N o r w a y  ( - 5 . 3 % ) .
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EXPORTS
The  dec rease  in  EU  expor t s  o f  tex t i l e s  w a s  l a r g e r  i n  v o l u m e

t h a n  i n  v a l u e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a  4 . 2 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  u n i t  p r i c e s .  I n

2 0 2 3 ,  e x p o r t s  r e a c h e d  a l m o s t  € 2 7  b i l l i o n  a n d  4 . 6  m i l l i o n

t o n n e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y :  

TEXTILES
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EXPORTS
Techn i ca l  t ex t i l e s  w e r e  t h e  m a i n  e x p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s  f r o m  E U - 2 7 ,  r e a c h i n g  3 1 %  o f  t o t a l  t e x t i l e s ’  e x p o r t s  ( € 8 . 5

b i l l i o n  a n d  a l m o s t  1  m i l l i o n  t o n n e s ) .  Woven  fabr i c s  w e r e  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t s  i n  t e r m s  o f

v a l u e  s h a r e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  2 5 %  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s  ( € 7  b i l l i o n ) .

TEXTILES



€ 37 billion  

476 K Ton

Value in 2023

Volume in 2023

   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  IHS, based on EUROSTAT

T h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  e n e r g y  c o s t s  i n  2 0 2 2  p u t  E u r o p e a n  p r o d u c e r s  a t  a

c o m p e t i t i v e  d i s a d v a n t a g e  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t s .  E n e r g y  p r i c e s

d e c r e a s e d  i n  2 0 2 3 ,  b u t  s t a b i l i s e d  a t  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  t h a n  b e f o r e

2 0 2 0 ,  a n d  t h e  g a p  i n  e n e r g y  p r i c e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

p e e r s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h e  U S ,  h a s  i n c r e a s e d .  F o l l o w i n g  h i g h  e n e r g y

c o s t s  a n d  w e a k  d e m a n d ,  E U  e x p o r t s  o f  c l o t h i n g  a r t i c l e s  h a v e  s h o w n

d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t r e n d s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r .  A s  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e  g r a p h

b e l o w ,  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t s  f r o m  E U  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  c o n t r a c t e d  b y  3 . 4 %

i n  v a l u e ,  a n d  2 9 %  i n  v o l u m e :

T h i s  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  2 0 2 3  e x p o r t s  w a s  m a i n l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  e v o l u t i o n  i n  E U ’ s  t o p - 3  c u s t o m e r s :

S w i t z e r l a n d  ( - 7 . 8 % ) ,  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  ( - 4 . 7 % )  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( - 7 . 9 % ) .  T h e  E U  t o p - 3  c u s t o m e r s  ( t h e

U K ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  t h e  U S )  s t i l l  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  4 3 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  E U - 2 7  c u s t o m e r s  i n  2 0 2 3 .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  E U

e x p o r t s  t o  o t h e r  m a r k e t s  h a v e  s h o w n  h e a l t h y  g r o w t h  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d :  C h i n a  ( + 5 . 1 % ) ,  S o u t h  K o r e a  ( + 2 . 1 % ) ,

H o n g  K o n g  ( + 1 6 . 5 % ) ,  J a p a n  ( + 6 . 7 % ) ,  a n d  T ü r k i y e  ( + 3 0 % ) .  
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EXPORTS
CLOTHING
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EXPORTS
W i t h  a n  e x p o r t  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f  r e s p e c t i v e l y  3 9 %  a n d  3 8 %  ( i n  v a l u e ) ,  w o m e n ' s  c l o t h i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r

g a r m e n t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  b a b i e s ’  g a r m e n t ,  T - s h i r t s ,  h o s i e r y  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a c c e s s o r i e s )  w e r e  t h e  m a i n  p r o d u c t

c l a s s e s  e x p o r t e d  b y  t h e  E U .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m o d e r a t e  d e c r e a s e  i n  v a l u e  ( - 1  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s )  a n d  i n

v o l u m e  ( - 3  p o i n t s ) ,  w h i l e  m e n ’ s  c l o t h i n g  m a r k e t  s h a r e s  i n c r e a s e d  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  2 0 2 2 .

CLOTHING
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IMPORTS
2023



A  w e a k  d e m a n d  i n  2 0 2 3  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a  drop  in  EU  impor t s  f rom non-EU  count r ies .  T h e  E U - 2 7  i m p o r t s

d r o p p e d  b y  1 7 %  i n  v a l u e  ( €  - 2 3 . 5  b i l l i o n  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r )  a n d  c o n t r a c t e d  b y  a l m o s t  1 3 %

i n  v o l u m e ,  t r a n s l a t i n g  i n t o  a  5 %  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  i m p o r t  u n i t  p r i c e s  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  2 0 2 2 .  T h i s  d e c r e a s e

w a s  d r i v e n  b y  a  s l u m p  i n  i m p o r t s  f r o m  E U  m a i n  s u p p l y i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  C h i n a  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h .  L a s t

y e a r ,  t h e  E U  w a s  s o u r c i n g  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  c l o t h i n g  a r t i c l e s  f r o m  t h e s e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .

T h e  T & C  i m p o r t s ’  s h a r e s  i n  v a l u e  a n d  v o l u m e  d i v e r g e :

Tex t i l e  p r o d u c t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n l y  2 8 %  o f  t o t a l  i m p o r t s  i n  v a l u e ,  a g a i n s t  6 4 %  i n  v o l u m e ;

w h i l e  c lo th ing  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  7 2 %  o f  t o t a l  i m p o r t s  i n  v a l u e ,  a g a i n s t  3 6 %  i n  v o l u m e .  
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IMPORTS  IN
2023

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING
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IMPORTS  IN
2023

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

S i m i l a r l y ,  i m p o r t s ’  s h a r e s  s h o w e d  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  i n  v a l u e  a n d  i n  v o l u m e  w h e n  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  m o r e

s p e c i f i c  p r o d u c t  b r e a k d o w n .  W o m e n ’ s  c l o t h i n g  ( 2 6 %  i n  v a l u e  |  1 2 %  i n  v o l u m e )  a n d  o t h e r  g a r m e n t s

k n i t t e d  a n d  w o v e n  ( 2 8 %  i n  v a l u e  |  1 6 %  i n  v o l u m e )  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m a i n  s e g m e n t s ,  b o t h  i n  v a l u e  a n d

v o l u m e ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  m a i n  s e g m e n t s  w e r e  m e n ' s  c l o t h i n g  ( 1 8 %  i n  v a l u e  |  9 %  i n  v o l u m e )  a n d  t e c h n i c a l

t e x t i l e s  ( 8 %  i n  v a l u e  |  1 6 %  i n  v o l u m e ) :
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IMPORTS  IN
2023

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

Techn i ca l  t ex t i l e s  r e c o r d e d  t h e  s h a r p e s t  c o n t r a c t i o n  i n  v a l u e  a m o n g  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t e d

p r o d u c t s  i n  2 0 2 3  ( a l m o s t  - 2 3 % ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  w o v e n  a n d  k n i t t e d  f a b r i c s  ( - 2 0 % ) ,  h o m e  t e x t i l e s  ( - 1 9 % ) ,

y a r n s  a n d  n a t u r a l  f i b e r s  ( - 1 7 % ) ,  m e n ' s  a n d  w o m e n ’ s  c l o t h i n g  ( b e t w e e n  - 1 4 %  a n d  - 1 5 % ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,

m a n - m a d e  f i b r e s  a n d  c a r p e t s  r e c o r d e d  l a r g e  d e c l i n e s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  ( - 1 3 % ) .  E U  i m p o r t s  i n  v o l u m e s

w e r e  a l s o  d o w n  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s ,  f a b r i c s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  d e e p e s t  d r o p s  ( b e t w e e n

- 1 5 %  a n d  - 2 0 % ) .  
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IMPORTS  IN
2023

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

I m p o r t s  f r o m  m o s t  E U  t o p  s u p p l i e r s  r e c o r d e d  n e g a t i v e  t r e n d s  i n  v a l u e .  I m p o r t s  f r o m  E U  t o p  s u p p l i e r ,

C h i n a ,  s l u m p e d  b y  2 3 % ,  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  - € 1 0  b i l l i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i m p o r t s  f r o m  B a n g l a d e s h  d r o p p e d

b y  2 1 %  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  r e v i e w .  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  t r e n d s ,  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  t e x t i l e s  &  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t e d

b y  t h e  E U  w e r e  s t i l l  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  t w o  s u p p l i e r  c o u n t r i e s .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s

f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  a n d  T u n i s i a  i n c r e a s e d  b y  r e s p e c t i v e l y  + 9 . 1 %  a n d  + 2 . 9 % .



€ 32 billion  

7 Mio Ton

Value in 2023

Volume in 2023
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T e x t i l e  i m p o r t s ,  i n  v a l u e ,  s h o w e d  a  d o w n w a r d  t r e n d  a c r o s s  m o s t  E U - t o p  p a r t n e r s :  C h i n a ,  t h e  E U  f i r s t  s u p p l i e r

w i t h  a  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f  3 3 % ,  r e c o r d e d  a  2 7 %  d e c r e a s e  i n  2 0 2 3  ( a f t e r  c l i m b i n g  b y  9 %  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ) .

S i m i l a r l y ,  i m p o r t s  f r o m  o t h e r  m a i n  s u p p l i e r s  f e l l  s h a r p l y :  T ü r k i y e  ( - 1 9 . 3 % ) ,  P a k i s t a n  ( - 1 9 . 2 % ) ,  I n d i a  ( - 2 1 % ) ,

S o u t h  K o r e a  ( - 2 4 % ) ,  V i e t n a m  ( - 9 . 2 % ) ,  J a p a n  ( - 4 . 9 % )  a n d  S w i t z e r l a n d  ( - 1 . 4 % ) .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  E U  i m p o r t s

f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w e n t  f u r t h e r  u p ,  b y  1 1 . 6 %  a n d  1 0 %  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

S P R I N G  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4  •  P A G E  2 3

IMPORTS
C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  tex t i l e  impor t s  f rom Ex t ra -EU

count r ies  d ropped  b o t h ,  i n  v a l u e  a n d   i n  v o l u m e ,  a s

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  2 0 2 2  ( - 1 9 % ,  a n d  - 1 1 %  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) ,  a c h i e v i n g

€ 3 2  b i l l i o n  a n d  7  m i l l i o n  t o n s  i n  2 0 2 3 :  

TEXTILES
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IMPORTS
D e s p i t e  a  2 3 %  f a l l ,  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  w a s  s t i l l  t h e  m a i n  p r o d u c t  c a t e g o r y  i m p o r t e d  b y  t h e  E U 2 7 ,  w i t h  a l m o s t

€ 9  b i l l i o n  b o u g h t  i n  2 0 2 3 .  T h i s  s e g m e n t  r e p r e s e n t e d  2 8 %  i n  v a l u e  o f  t o t a l  t e x t i l e s ’  i m p o r t s ,  a g a i n s t  3 5 %  i n

2 0 2 1  a n d  6 1 %  i n  2 0 2 0 .  W o v e n  f a b r i c s  a n d  h o m e  t e x t i l e s ’  i m p o r t s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a  l e s s  s i z e a b l e  s h a r e  o f  t o t a l

i m p o r t s  ( a m o u n t i n g  t o  r e s p e c t i v e l y  € 5 . 4  a n d  € 5 . 6  b i l l i o n ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  y a r n s  a n d  t h r e a d s  ( € 4 . 5  b i l l i o n ) :

TEXTILES



€ 83 billion  

3.9 Mio Ton

Value in 2023

Volume in 2023
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T h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  d r o p  i n  i m p o r t  v a l u e s  w e r e  m a i n l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  r e d u c e d  i m p o r t s  f r o m  E U ’ s  m a i n  s u p p l i e r s .

C h i n a ,  B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  T ü r k i y e  r e p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  t h a n  6 0 %  o f  E U 2 7  c l o t h i n g ’  i m p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 3 .  D u e  t o  t h e i r

l a r g e  m a r k e t  s h a r e ,  t h e  E U  i m p o r t  d e c l i n e  f r o m  t h e s e  3  s u p p l i e r s  ( - 2 0 %  o n  a v e r a g e )  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a  € - 1 2 . 2

b i l l i o n  d e c r e a s e  i n  c l o t h i n g  a r t i c l e s .  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  m a r k e t  s h a r e  r e a c h e d  2 1 %  t o d a y ,  t h e  1 s t  d e c r e a s e  s i n c e

2 0 0 8 ,  a s  i t  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g  b y  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  1 %  p o i n t  a n n u a l l y ,  f r o m  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 %  i n  2 0 0 8 .  T h i s  s u p p l i e r

e x p o r t e d  € 1 7 . 4  b i l l i o n  t o  t h e  E U  i n  2 0 2 3 ,  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a  2 0 . 5 %  r e d u c t i o n  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 2 .  S i m i l a r l y ,

i m p o r t s  f r o m  o t h e r  E U  t o p  s u p p l i e r s  c o n t r a c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d :  I n d i a  ( - 1 2 . 9 % ) ,  V i e t n a m

( - 1 4 . 4 % ) ,  P a k i s t a n  - 1 8 . 1 % ) ,  C a m b o d i a  ( - 1 3 % ) ,  M y a n m a r  ( - 2 1 . 6 % ) ,  a n d  M o r o c c o  ( - 1 4 % ) .  T u n i s i a  w a s  t h e  o n l y

c o u n t r y  r e c o r d i n g  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  i m p o r t s ,  a m o n g  t h e  E U ’ s  t o p - 1 0  s u p p l i e r s  ( + 3 . 5 % ) .  
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IMPORTS
CLOTHING

A f t e r  t h e  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s ,

c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  i n  v a l u e  w e n t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d o w n ,  r e a c h i n g  € 8 3

b i l l i o n  ( a g a i n s t  a l m o s t  € 1 0 0  b i l l i o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ) .  I m p o r t s

f r o m  n o n - E U  c o u n t r i e s  f e l l  b y  1 6 %  i n  2 0 2 3 ,  b u t  w e r e  s t i l l  1 5 %

h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  2 0 2 1  l e v e l s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  E U  i m p o r t s  r e g i s t e r e d  a

1 6 %  d e c r e a s e  i n  v o l u m e s ,  r e a c h i n g  o v e r  3 , 9 0 0  k  t o n s .  A s  a

r e s u l t ,  t h e  c l o t h i n g  m a r k e t  s h a r e  i n  t o t a l  T & C  i m p o r t s  r e a c h e d

7 2 %  i n  v a l u e  a n d  3 6 %  i n  v o l u m e .
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IMPORTS
W i t h  a n  i m p o r t  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f  3 8 %  i n  v a l u e ,  “ o t h e r  g a r m e n t s ”  ( i n c l u d i n g  b a b i e s ’  g a r m e n t ,  T - s h i r t s ,  p u l l o v e r s ,

s p e c i a l  g a r m e n t s ,  h o s i e r y  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a c c e s s o r i e s )  w a s  t h e  m a i n  p r o d u c t  c a t e g o r y  i m p o r t e d  b y  t h e  E U .  T h i s  w a s

m a i n l y  d u e  t o  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t  o f  E U  i m p o r t s  o f  t - s h i r t s ,  j e r s e y s ,  p u l l o v e r s  a n d  c a r d i g a n s ,  w h i c h  a c c o u n t e d

f o r  2 3 %  o f  t o t a l  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s .  T o d a y ,  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  s o u r c e d  i n  C h i n a  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h .

W o m e n ' s  c l o t h i n g  w a s  a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c l a s s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f  3 6 %  o f  E U 2 7  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  i n

v a l u e  a n d  3 2 %  i n  v o l u m e .

CLOTHING
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T h e  European  Un ion ' s  t rade  de f i c i t  reached

over  -50  b i l l i on  EUR  in  2023  ( f r o m  - 7 2  b i l l i o n

t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ) ,  a  n o t i c e a b l e  i m p r o v e m e n t

r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a  s h a r p  d e c r e a s e  o f  c l o t h i n g

i m p o r t s  f r o m  C h i n a  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h .  H o w e v e r ,

t h e  s h a r e  o f  c l o t h i n g  i n  t h e  E U  d e f i c i t  h a s

i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  8 5 %  t o  9 1 % .  T h e  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  o n l y  9 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  t r a d e  d e f i c i t

( a g a i n s t  1 5 %  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ) .  

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  expor t  coverage  ra t io

( e x p o r t  o v e r  i m p o r t )  i m p r o v e d ,  r i s i n g  f r o m  4 8 %

i n  2 0 2 2  t o  5 6 %  l a s t  y e a r .
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I n  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  E U  h a d  a  n e g a t i v e  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  i n  v a l u e  w i t h  a l m o s t  a l l  T & C  s u b - s e c t o r s ,  w i t h  t h e

e x c e p t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  f i b e r s ,  f a b r i c s  a n d  w o r n  a r t i c l e s .
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T a k i n g  a  r e g i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a m o n g  t h e  m a i n  Euromed count r ies ,  t h e  E U  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  d e t e r i o r a t e d  w i t h

S w i t z e r l a n d  ( - 1 1 . 7 % )  a n d  N o r w a y  ( - 7 . 5 % ) .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  E U  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  i m p r o v e d  w i t h  s o m e  k e y

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  c l o t h i n g  s u p p l i e r s :  E g y p t  ( + 1 6 % ) ,  M o r o c c o  ( + 4 5 % )  a n d  T ü r k i y e  ( + 2 0 % ) .

T h e  E U  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  d e c r e a s e d  m a r k e d l y  w i t h  s o m e  South  Amer i can  count r ies ,  s u c h  a s  M e x i c o  ( - 2 9 % )  a n d

B r a z i l  ( - 2 0 % ) .

A m o n g  t h e  m a i n  As ian  count r ies ,  t h e  E U  t r a d e  e v o l u t i o n s  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  r e d u c t i o n  o f  E U  t r a d e  d e f i c i t

w i t h  M y a n m a r  ( - 2 2 % ) ,  V i e t n a m  ( - 1 5 % ) ,  C a m b o d i a  ( - 1 3 % ) ,  B a n g l a d e s h  ( - 2 1 % ) ,  P a k i s t a n  ( - 1 8 % ) ,  I n d o n e s i a

( - 2 7 % ) ,  I n d i a  ( - 1 8 % ) ,  S r i  L a n k a  ( - 2 0 % ) ,  C h i n a  ( - 2 7 % ) ,  P h i l i p p i n e s  ( - 5 9 % )  a n d  T h a i l a n d  ( - 4 8 % ) ;

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  E U  r e g i s t e r e d  a n  i m p r o v e d  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h  H o n g  K o n g  ( + 1 7 % ) ,  J a p a n  ( + 1 1  % )  a n d  S o u t h

K o r e a  ( + 4 9 % ) .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  d e t e r i o r a t e d  w i t h  S i n g a p o r e  ( - 6 % )  a n d  - o n l y  m a r g i n a l l y -

w i t h  M a c a u .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  E U  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  w i t h  M a l a y s i a  a n d  T a i w a n  t u r n e d  p o s i t i v e .
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E U  p e r f o r m a n c e s  w i t h  other

major  t rad ing  par tners

d e l i v e r e d  s o m e  n e g a t i v e

t r e n d s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t r a d e  s u r p l u s

d e t e r i o r a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  ( - 1 3 % ) ,  t h e  U n i t e d

K i n g d o m  ( - 1 3 % )  a n d  C a n a d a

( - 1 0 % ) .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  E U

t r a d e  b a l a n c e  i m p r o v e d  w i t h

R u s s i a  ( + 8 % ) ,  U k r a i n e  ( + 2 0 % )

a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( + 1 6 % ) .

T h e  g r a p h  s u m m a r i s e s  t h e s e

t r e n d s  i n  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t r a d e

i n  t e x t i l e s  &  c l o t h i n g  b y  E U - 2 7

t r a d e  p a r t n e r s  ( 2 0 2 3 / 2 0 2 2

v a r i a t i o n s  b a s e d  o n  v a l u e s ) :
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Evolut ion of  the EU Trade Patterns

S i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  w e  c a n  n o t i c e  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  E U  t r a d e  p a t t e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e

d i s t r ibu t ion  be tween  the  in t ra  and  ex t ra -EU  t rade .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  E U  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  a r e  m o r e  a n d

m o r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  s u p p l i e r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  E U  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f r o m  l o w - c o s t  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s

r e f l e c t s  t h e  g l o b a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  e c o n o m y  a n d  t h e  d e l o c a l i s a t i o n  p r o c e s s  o u t s i d e  E u r o p e .  

T h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  i n  2 0 0 8  s l o w e d - d o w n  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  a n d  f o s t e r e d  a

r e d i r e c t i o n  o f  t r a d e  w i t h  n e a r b y  c o u n t r i e s  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  a s s e t s  s u c h  a s  s e r v i c e ,  f l e x i b i l i t y

a n d  f a s t  d e l i v e r i e s .  B e t w e e n  2 0 1 0  a n d  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n t r a  a n d  e x t r a - E U

i m p o r t s  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  b a l a n c e d .  T h i s  e q u i l i b r i u m  i n  t h e  E U  t r a d e  p a t t e r n s  w a s  d i s r u p t e d  b y  t h e

C o v i d - 1 9  c r i s i s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  i n t r a - E U  s h a r e  i n  T & C  i m p o r t s  r e c o r d e d  i t s  l o w e s t  v a l u e  i n  2 0 2 0 ,  w h i l e

t h e  e x t r a - E U  s h a r e  r e a c h e d  a  r e c o r d - h i g h ,  b o o s t e d  b y  t h e  d e m a n d  o f  s e v e r a l  k e y  p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d i n g

n o n w o v e n s  a n d  f a c e  m a s k s .  

I n t r a - E U  i m p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 3  s t i l l  a c c o u n t  f o r  a  l a r g e  s h a r e  o f  t o t a l  i m p o r t s  i n  v a l u e .  A s  o f  t o d a y ,  m o r e

t h a n  h a l f  o f  o u r  i m p o r t e d  T & C  g o o d s  o r i g i n a t e  f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  E U ,  w h e r e a s  7 0 %  o f  c o m p a n i e s ’

“ e x p o r t s ”  a r e  t o  a n o t h e r  m e m b e r  s t a t e  ( t h e  I n t r a / E x t r a  r a t i o  r e a c h e d  1 2 1 % ) .
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Impor t s  f rom o ther  EU

count r ies ,  a s  a  s h a r e  o f  t o t a l

t r a d e  i n  t e x t i l e  &  c l o t h i n g ,  r a n g e d

f r o m  j u s t  o v e r  3 2  %  f o r  I r e l a n d  t o

9 3  %  f o r  L u x e m b o u r g  i n  2 0 2 3 .  T h e

m a i n  t r a d i n g  r e g i o n  o f  F r a n c e  a n d

G e r m a n y  f o r  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  T & C

c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  E u r o p e ,  w h i c h

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  r e s p e c t i v e l y  5 5 %  o f

F r a n c e  i m p o r t s  a n d  5 3 %  o f

G e r m a n  i m p o r t s .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  I t a l y

a n d  S p a i n  w e r e  m a i n l y  t r a d i n g

w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t s .

EXTRA & INTRA-
EU TRADE 

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING
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On the  expor t  s ide ,  t h e  s h a r e  o f

i n t r a - E U  e x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  4

p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s  f r o m  2 0 1 5 ,

d e n o t i n g  a  r i s i n g  d e m a n d  f r o m  t h e

E U  i n t e r n a l  m a r k e t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t

y e a r s .  E x p o r t s  t o  o t h e r  E U

c o u n t r i e s ,  a s  a  s h a r e  o f  t o t a l  t r a d e

i n  t e x t i l e  &  c l o t h i n g ,  r a n g e d  f r o m

j u s t  o v e r  3 7  %  f o r  I r e l a n d  t o  8 9  %

f o r  t h e  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c  i n  2 0 2 3 .

G e r m a n  e x p o r t s  t o  t h e  E U - 2 7

a m o u n t e d  t o  7 3 %  o f  i t s  t o t a l

t r a d e .  I n  I t a l y ,  e x p o r t s  a r e  e v e n l y

s p r e a d  a c r o s s  E U  a n d  n o n - E U

c o u n t r i e s  ( 5 0 % / 5 0 % ) .  
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Importance of  extra-EU imports  of  text i le  products  in
tota l  imports

B y  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e x t r a  E U  i m p o r t s  i n  t o t a l  E U  i m p o r t s  ( c o m p u t e d  a s  t h e  s h a r e  o f

e x t r a  E U  i m p o r t s  i n  e x t r a  +  i n t r a  E U  i m p o r t s ) ,  w e  c a n  i d e n t i f y  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  E U

m a i n l y  r e l i e s  o n  f o r e i g n  s o u r c e s  ( s h a r e  a b o v e  5 0 % ) .  

A s  w e  h a v e  s e e n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,  i n t r a - E U  i m p o r t s  s t i l l  a c c o u n t  f o r  a  l a r g e  s h a r e  o f  t o t a l

i m p o r t s  i n  v a l u e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  b y  c a t e g o r i e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  impor tance  o f  ex t ra -EU

impor t s  can  be  re la t i ve l y  h igh  in  some tex t i l e  segments  ( i . e .  n a t u r a l  f i b e r s  a n d  h o m e  t e x t i l e s ) ,

e v e n  i f  i t  i s  d e c r e a s i n g  o v e r  t i m e  :
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F o l l o w i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  a t  C N  8 - d i g i t  l e v e l ,  w e  c o u l d  i d e n t i f y  423  tex t i l e  p roduc t s  (over

a  to ta l  o f  1143)  fo r  wh i ch  the  EU  i s  h igh l y  dependent  on  fo re ign  sources .  T h i s  n u m b e r  i m p l i e s

t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  3 7 %  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s  o r i g i n a t e  f r o m  n o n - E U 2 7  s u p p l i e r s .

A m o n g  t h e s e  h i g h l y  d e p e n d e n t  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t s ,  4 5  h a v e  a  s h a r e  o f  e x t r a - E U  i m p o r t s  a b o v e  8 0 % ,

w i t h  s o m e  t e x t i l e s  b e i n g  a l m o s t  f u l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  n o n - E U  c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c a s e  o f

s o m e  i n p u t  m a t e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  w o o l  a n d  f i n e  o r  c o a r s e  a n i m a l  h a i r  ( i . e .  c a s h m e r e )  a n d  c o t t o n .

B e s i d e s ,  r a w  s i l k  i m p o r t s  f r o m  e x t r a - E U  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  a l s o  w e l l  a b o v e  t h e  a m o u n t  s o u r c e d  f r o m  E U

m e m b e r  s t a t e s .  
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(High share of extra-EU imports in total EU imports, based on values)



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  IHS, based on EUROSTAT

S P R I N G  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4  •  P A G E  3 7

EXTRA & INTRA-
EU TRADE 

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

T h i s  d e p e n d e n c y  o f  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t s

i s  e v e n  h i g h e r  w h e n  w e  a n a l y s e  data

in  vo lumes  ( tons ) ,  a s  t h e  v a l u e  o f

ex t ra -EU  impor t s  ac counts  fo r  the

major i t y  o f  to ta l  EU  impor t s  fo r

more  than  ha l f  o f  the  impor ted

tex t i l e s .  M o r e  p r e c i s e l y ,  t h e  E U  i s

h i g h l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  f o r e i g n  s o u r c e s

f o r  5 2 %  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g

i m p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s  ( c o r r e s p o n d i n g

t o  a l m o s t  6 0 0  t e x t i l e  g o o d s ) ,  a  s h a r e

t h a t  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  o v e r  t i m e .  

Textile products that mainly rely on foreign sources
(high share of extra-EU imports in total EU imports, based on volumes)
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Methodologica l  note

T h e  m a i n  c o u n t r y  g r o u p i n g s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e :

*  EFTA  &  UK :  I c e l a n d ,  L i e c h t e n s t e i n ,  N o r w a y ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  &  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m

*  NAFTA :  U S A ,  C a n a d a ,  M e x i c o

*  SOUTHERN NE IGHBOURHOOD :  A l g e r i a ,  E g y p t ,  I s r a e l ,  J o r d a n ,  L i b y a ,  M o r o c c o ,  S y r i a ,  T u n i s i a ,

P a l e s t i n e  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  T ü r k i y e

*  EASTERN NE IGHBOURHOOD :  A r m e n i a ,  A z e r b a i j a n ,  G e o r g i a ,  B e l a r u s ,  M o l d o v a ,  U k r a i n e ,  R u s s i a

*  SOUTH EAST  EUROPE :  A l b a n i a ,  B o s n i a  &  H e r z e g o v i n a ,  K o s o v o ,  M a c e d o n i a ,  M o n t e n e g r o ,  S e r b i a

*  MERCOSUR :  A r g e n t i n a ,  B r a z i l ,  P a r a g u a y ,  U r u g u a y

*  SAARC :  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  B a n g l a d e s h ,  B h u t a n ,  I n d i a ,  M a l d i v e s ,  N e p a l ,  P a k i s t a n ,  S r i  L a n k a

*  ASEAN :  B r u n e i ,  C a m b o d i a ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  L a o s ,  M a l a y s i a ,  M y a n m a r ,  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  T h a i l a n d ,

V i e t n a m

*  EAST  AS IA :  J a p a n ,  S o u t h  K o r e a ,  T a i w a n ,  C h i n a

*  ACP :  A f r i c a ,  C a r i b b e a n  a n d  P a c i f i c  c o u n t r i e s

*  OTHER :  R e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  

BOX1 :  Ukra ine

BOX2 :  “ Pan-Euromed ” :  

t h e  E F T A  S t a t e s  ( S w i t z e r l a n d ,  N o r w a y ,  I c e l a n d  a n d  L i e c h t e n s t e i n ) ,

t h e  F a r o e  I s l a n d s ,

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  B a r c e l o n a  P r o c e s s  ( A l g e r i a ,  E g y p t ,  I s r a e l ,  J o r d a n ,  L e b a n o n ,  M o r o c c o ,

P a l e s t i n e  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  S y r i a ,  T u n i s i a  a n d  T ü r k i y e ) ,

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  E U ' s  S t a b i l i s a t i o n  a n d  A s s o c i a t i o n  P r o c e s s  ( A l b a n i a ,  B o s n i a  a n d

H e r z e g o v i n a ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  N o r t h  M a c e d o n i a ,  M o n t e n e g r o ,  S e r b i a  a n d  K o s o v o ) ,

t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  M o l d o v a ,  G e o r g i a  a n d  U k r a i n e .

BOX3 :  MERCOSUR
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REGIONS'  SHARE
IN 2023
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E v e n  t h o u g h  Ch ina  r e m a i n e d  t h e  m a i n  E U  s u p p l i e r

w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  € 3 3  b i l l i o n ,  d o w n  b y  - 2 3 %  f r o m  t h e

p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  t h i s  s u p p l i e r  h a s  s e e n  i t s  m a r k e t  s h a r e

d i m i n i s h i n g  s t e a d i l y  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  r e a c h i n g  2 9 %  o f

t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  s h i p p e d  t o  t h e  E U  i n  2 0 2 2 .   

H i g h e r  l a b o u r  c o s t s  s t a r t e d  t o  d r i v e  m o r e  l a b o u r -

i n t e n s i v e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  s u c h  a s  a p p a r e l ,  t o  o t h e r

c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  m i d - 2 0 1 0 s .  2 0 2 0  w a s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  t o

t h a t  t r e n d ,  a s  t h e  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o f  C h i n a  j u m p e d  t o  a

4 2 %  r e c o r d ,  b o o s t e d  b y  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  f a c e  m a s k s

a n d  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  ( P P E )  i n  t h e  w a k e

o f  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9  p a n d e m i c .

SHARE OF
REGIONS IN
IMPORTS

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING
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W i t h  C h i n a  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t o d a y  9 4 %  o f  i m p o r t s  f r o m

E a s t  A s i a ,  w e  c a n  n o t i c e  s i m i l a r  t r a d e  p a t t e r n s  f o r  t h a t

r e g i o n :  t h e  l e a d i n g  r o l e  o f  Eas t  As ia  i n  e x t r a - E U

i m p o r t s  d e c l i n e d  r a p i d l y  f r o m  a  4 4 %  r e c o r d  i n  2 0 2 0 ,

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9  o u t b r e a k ,  t o  3 1 %  i n  2 0 2 3  ( a

s h a r e  t h a t  r e m a i n s  h i g h e r  t h a n  b e f o r e  t h e  p a n d e m i c ) .

C o n t r a s t i n g  w i t h  E a s t  A s i a  p a t t e r n ,  t h e  SAARC  z o n e

h a s  g r o w n  s t e a d i l y  s i n c e  2 0 0 1 ,  d o u b l i n g  i t s  s h a r e  i n

t h e  E U ’ s  t e x t i l e  &  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  f r o m  1 4 %  i n  2 0 0 1

t o  2 8 %  i n  2 0 2 3 .  T h i s  i m p r e s s i v e  g r o w t h  i s  m a i n l y  d u e

t o  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  w h i c h  c o n t r o l s

t o d a y  1 5 %  o f  t o t a l  E U  i m p o r t s  ( a g a i n s t  4 %  i n  2 0 0 1 ) .

D e s p i t e  a  - 1 8 %  d r o p  l a s t  y e a r ,  c o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e

ASEAN a r e a  a r e  q u i t e  d y n a m i c ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o

c o n t r o l  a  g r o w i n g  E U  i m p o r t  m a r k e t  s h a r e  o v e r  t h e

y e a r s .  T h e  s h a r e  w e n t  u p  f r o m  7 %  i n  2 0 1 4  t o  1 1 %  i n

2 0 2 3 .

A m o n g  t h e  o t h e r  m a i n  s u p p l y i n g  z o n e s ,  t h e  Southern

Ne ighbourhood  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  l o n g  b e n e f i t e d

f r o m  t h e i r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  E U - 2 7  m a r k e t s ,  h a v e

c o n s i d e r a b l y  w e a k e n e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  s i n c e  2 0 0 4 ,  w i t h

a n  E U  i m p o r t ’ s  s h a r e  s h r i n k i n g  f r o m  2 6 %  t o  1 5 %  i n

2 0 2 0 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m a r k e t  s h a r e  j u m p e d  t o  1 9 %  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s ,  f o l l o w i n g  i n c r e a s e d  s u p p l i e r  d i v e r s i t y

i n i t i a t i v e s  f r o m  b u y e r s  a n d  n e a r s h o r i n g .  

T h e s e  f o u r  z o n e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  8 8 %  o f  t o t a l  e x t r a - E U

t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 3 ,  a g a i n s t  1 0 9 %

t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .
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Box 1 : Ukraine

Textiles and Apparel is an important sector of the
Ukrainian economy. Around 2.500 companies
employ over 100.000 workers across different
segments of the industry. 40% of their production is
exported, with European being the most important
destination. 

In 2023, total T&C trade between EU and Ukraine
reached €1.7 bn. Ukraine was the 23rd supplier of
the EU and its 13th customer. The main traded
products include clothing articles and made-up
textiles.

The Russian invasion has a devastating impact on
the Ukrainian economy, but many textile companies
continue their production, i.e. in supplying military
fabrics. 

The European Commission is taking the necessary
steps, through consultations with Ukraine under the
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement, to agree on
longer term reciprocal tariff liberalisation. This
process aims to provide economic certainty and a
stable framework for trade to both Ukraine and the
EU, as well as to farmers and businesses. This would
also represent an important step forward for
Ukraine's reconstruction and further integration into
the EU internal market.

EURATEX has launched the EU-Ukraine Textile
Initiative in cooperation with Ukrlegprom, to
promote cooperation between  both sides.
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T h e  E U - 2 7  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g ,

c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  h i g h  v a l u e - a d d e d  p r o d u c t s ,  a r e  a

m a j o r  d r i v e r  f o r  t h e  s o u n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e

c o m p a n i e s ’  t u r n o v e r  o n  a  y e a r l y  b a s i s .  E v e n  t h o u g h

a v e r a g e  p r i c e s  a r e  a b o v e  w o r l d  l e v e l s ,  E U  c o m p a n i e s

a r e  s u p p l y i n g  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h u s

r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  r i s k .  

O t h e r  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  r e g i o n s

a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r s  o f  t h e  E U - 2 7 .  A s  a

m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  t o p - f o u r  m a i n  c o u n t r y  g r o u p i n g s  (

E F T A  &  U K ,  E a s t e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  N e i g h b o u r h o o d  a s  w e l l

a s  S o u t h - E a s t  E u r o p e )  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  5 2 %  o f  t o t a l  E U

e x p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 3 .  I n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  m o d e s t  s i z e ,  EFTA  as

we l l  a s  UK  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  2 8 %  o f  t o t a l  E U  e x p o r t s  w i t h

m o r e  t h a n  €  1 8  b i l l i o n  s o l d  t o  t h e s e  m a r k e t s  l a s t  y e a r .

W i t h  a  r e s p e c t i v e  s h a r e  o f  1 3 %  a n d  7 % ,  t h e  Southern

and  Eas te rn  Ne ighbourhood  w a s  a l s o  p l a y i n g  a n

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  f o r  E U  c o m p a n i e s .

W i t h  a  s h a r e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  1 5 % ,  Eas t  As ia ,  i n c l u d i n g

C h i n a  w a s  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  p a r t n e r  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n

U n i o n .  A m o n g  A m e r i c a n  r e g i o n s ,  E u r o p e a n  e x p o r t e r s

p e r f o r m e d  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  NAFTA  ( 1 4 %

m a r k e t  s h a r e ) .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  o t h e r  d e s t i n a t i o n  m a r k e t s  ( Mercosur ,

ASEAN,  SAARC  and  ACP )  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  8 %  o f  t o t a l  E U

e x p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 3 .
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Box 2 : Pan-Euromed

The Pan-Euromed, covering the EU’s neighbourhood
area*, is an important region for the EU-27, as trade
with these countries accounted for €677 billion. For
the EU textile and clothing sector, the region
represented 36% of its exports in 2023, against 30%
10 years ago. Last year exports slightly decreased
(-2.6%), but were still representing almost € 23
billion.  

In 2023, new and modernised rules of origin, that
aim to increase trade between the EU and
neighbouring countries in the Pan-Euro-
Mediterranean region, have been adopted. These
rules will be implemented as of 1 January 2025 and
will modernise all preferential trade agreements
among the 24 PEM trading partners by making the
relevant ‘rules of origin' in those agreements more
flexible and business-friendly.

* See Methodological note
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A m o n g  E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  r e g i o n s ,  t h e  E U  r e c o r d e d  t h e

l a r g e s t  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h  EFTA  &  UK  r e a c h i n g  €  1 3  b i l l i o n  i n  2 0 2 3  ( a

+ 5 6 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  1 0  y e a r s  a g o ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  Eas te rn

Ne ighbourhood  a n d  South-Eas t  Europe  w i t h  r e s p e c t i v e l y  €  3 . 3  b i l l i o n

a n d  €  3 6 8  m i l l i o n .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  E U 2 7  h a s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  t r a d e  d e f i c i t

w i t h  Southern  Ne ighbourhood  ( €  - 1 2 . 9  b i l l i o n ) ,  w h i c h  h o w e v e r  s h r a n k

b y  2 0 %  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  2 0 2 2 .

T h e  E U - 2 7 ’ s  t r a d e  d e f i c i t  w i t h  t h e  m a i n  A s i a n  g r o u p i n g s  h a s  g r o w n

c o n s i d e r a b l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  T o d a y ,  t h e  t r a d e  d e f i c i t  w i t h  SAARC  a n d

Eas t  As ia  r e g i o n s  a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t i v e l y  €  - 3 0  b i l l i o n  a n d  €

- 2 6  b i l l i o n  i n  2 0 2 3 .  T h e  E U  d e f i c i t  w i t h  ASEAN c o u n t r i e s  i s  l o w e r  b u t

r e c o r d e d  a  9 1 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 2 3  p e r i o d  r e a c h i n g  t o d a y

a l m o s t  €  - 1 1  b i l l i o n .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  E U ’ s  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  m a i n  r e g i o n s  h a s  g r o w n

c o n t i n u o u s l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  T o d a y ,  t h e  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h  NAFTA  i s

r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h ,  a m o u n t i n g  t o  a l m o s t  €  7  b i l l i o n  ( a  6 2 %  i n c r e a s e

c o m p a r e d  t o  1 0  y e a r s  a g o ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  E U  h a s  a  t r a d e  s u r p l u s  w i t h

ACP  c o u n t r i e s  ( o v e r  €  1  b i l l i o n )  a n d  MERCOSUR ( €  2 7 7  m i l l i o n ) ,  a n

i n c r e a s e  o f  r e s p e c t i v e l y  1 7 %  a n d  1 0 % ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  1 0  y e a r s  a g o .
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EU TRADE
BALANCE WITH
MAIN REGIONS

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING

Box 3 : MERCOSUR

The EU is Mercosur's second biggest trade in goods
partner after China, and the no. 11 trade in goods
partner for the EU. In 2023 the EU's exports of textile
& clothing products to the four Mercosur countries
totalled €480 million, while Mercosur's exports to
the EU were €203 million. The main T&C products,
exported to Mercosur last year, were technical and
industrial textiles, accounting for more than half of
EU’s total T&C exports. 

The EU has concluded a trade agreement with the
four founding members of Mercosur (Argentina,
Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay) as part of an
Association Agreement. Current trade relations
between the EU and Mercosur are based on an
inter-regional Framework Cooperation Agreement. In
2019, the EU and Mercosur reached a political
agreement for an ambitious, balanced and
comprehensive trade agreement. 

Despite the progress made, the parties failed to sign
a final deal at the December 2023 Mercosur summit.
Talks will continue with a new deadline set for 2024,
since the majority of EU Member States backs the
deal.
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45

64

Extra EU-27 trade by sub-sector
Total T&C     

             In value
    In volume 

Analysis by main partners
   

46
49

Natural fibres
Man-made fibres
Yarns and threads
Woven fabrics
Knitted fabrics
Carpets

52
53
54
55
56
57

Technical textiles
Home textiles
Workwear
Men's clothing
Women's clothing
Other garments

58
59
60
61
62
63

EXTRA EU-27 trade by main partners
2014 - 2023 Yearly evolution  &  analysis by product family 

by COUNTRY
Australia
Bangladesh
Cambodia
Canada
China
Hong Kong
India
Indonesia
Japan
Mexico
Morocco
Myanmar

by REGION
ASEAN
MERCOSUR
PANEUROMED

65
68
71
74
77
80
83
86
89
92
95
98

141
144
147

New Zealand
Norway
Pakistan
Russia
South Korea
Sri Lanka
Switzerland
Tunisia
Türkiye
Ukraine
United Kingdom
United States
Vietnam

101
104
107
110
113
116
119
122
125
128
131
134
137

DETAILED REPORTS
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE

BY SUB-SECTOR



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  IHS, based on EUROSTAT
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY
IN VALUE
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   Data source:  IHS, based on EUROSTAT

EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY PRODUCT FAMILY,
IN VOLUME
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NATURAL FIBRES' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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MAN-MADE FIBRES' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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YARNS AND THREADS' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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WOVEN FABRICS' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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KNITTED FABRICS' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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CARPETS' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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TECHNICAL TEXTILES*' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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HOME TEXTILES' MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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WORKWEAR MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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MEN'S CLOTHING MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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WOMEN'S CLOTHING MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE



    * Knitted and woven articles, including babies’ garment, t-shirts, hosiery and clothing accessories
    Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Source:  EURATEX, based on IHS
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OTHER GARMENTS* MAIN PARTNERS, 
IN VALUE
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EXTRA EU-27 TRADE BY MAIN
PARTNERS

2014 - 2023 YEARLY
EVOLUTION  &
ANALYSIS BY
PRODUCT FAMILY 

BY COUNTRY & REGION
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AUSTRALIA
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AUSTRALIA
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AUSTRALIA &
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BANGLADESH
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BANGLADESH &
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BANGLADESH
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CAMBODIA
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CAMBODIA
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