
Functional Aesthetics – Das Zusammenspiel 
von Technologie, Kundenbedürfnissen und 
Wirtschaftlichkeit im Bereich Fashionable 
Technology 

Dr. Sabine Seymour, Moondial GmbH 

13. September 2011 
2. Jahrestagung des Fachverbandes der Textil-, 
Bekleidungs-, und Lederinstudie 







Fashionable Technology 

refers to the intersection of design, fashion, 
science, and technology 



Functional Aesthetics 

describes the concept of merging 
fashionable technology objects deemed 
aesthetically pleasant with technically 
enhanced functionalities. 



The Woven Interface 
Technology and fashion are not as distant as it 

might first seem. The thread-up and 
thread-down of the weaving process 
corresponds to the binary logic of 0 and 1 of 
a computer circuitry.  
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Fashion‘able’ technology & fashionable wearables
The term fashion‘able’ technology refers to technology with an 
aesthetic appeal. The geek chic of the mid to late 90s and the 
appearance of wearable computing on a larger scale called for 
style, fashion, and aesthetics. The focus of the term is on ‘able’ with 
the intention of making technology fashionable and aesthetically 
pleasant. Particularly, the merging of virtual and physical spaces 
demands stylish avatars that live in both realities. Fashionable 
technology is associated with an array of disciplines in the fields of 
design and technology that frequently intersect. The significance of 
fashionable technology as an emerging field is apparent.

The use of the word ‘technology’ in fashionable technology needs 
clarification. Technologists coming from electrical engineering 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Fashion Design     !
Product Design     !

Arts     !
Craftsmanship     !
Textile Design     !
Media Design     !

Interaction Design     !
Architecture     !

Interior Design     !

...     !

"    Digital Technology
"    Wearable Technology 
"    Material Science 
"    Mechatronics
"    Physical Computing
"    Electrical Engineering 
"    Wireless Technology
"    Nanotechnology

"    ...
BODY BODY/BODY/BODY BODY—SPACE BODY/BODY/BODY—SPACE



Fashionable Wearables 
are ‘designed’ garments, accessories, or 
jewelry that combine aesthetics and style 
with functional technology. 





Experiences 

The value of a garments shifts from 
goods to services to experiences 

































Context as prerequisite 
“The context conveys the story. 
It allows for the intent of the 
product to be communicated by 
the creative practitioner and 
comprehended by the consumer.” 
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Trend / industry report 
2x year 
Subscription 
Download  
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SlopeStyle by Moondial V01 (2003)         





Produkte	
  –	
  Video,	
  Photo	
  

•  Goggles,	
  skiing	
  
•  Sun	
  glasses	
  
•  Goggles,	
  swimming	
  &	
  diving	
  

•  Mounted	
  cameras	
  



Produkte	
  -­‐	
  Naviga>on	
  

•  Gloves	
  
•  Goggles	
  



Produkte	
  -­‐	
  Hea>ng	
  

•  Wetsuits	
  	
  
•  Rash	
  guards	
  
•  Ski	
  jackets	
  
•  Gloves	
  



Produkte	
  -­‐	
  Light	
  

•  Musik:	
  U2	
  
•  Haute	
  Couture:	
  Katy	
  Perry	
  (MET)	
  

•  Event:	
  Black	
  Eye	
  Peas	
  @	
  Superball	
  



Produkte	
  (per	
  Industrie)	
  

•  Sport	
  
•  Medizin	
  /	
  E-­‐fitness	
  

•  Unterhaltung	
  
•  Bekleidung	
  
•  Sicherheit	
  
•  	
  etc	
  



F&E	
  aus	
  Österreich	
  



Kunstuniversität Linz, Interface Culture 



Wolfgang Langeder, Jacke Sporty Heroe (ri), utopia (le) 



Produkte	
  aus	
  Österreich	
  



	
  	
   	
  	
  

Zanier HEAT.GX       Zanier X-plore XGX 



Urban Tool        Urban Tool Groove Rider 



Seibersdorf Laboratories und Austrian Institute of Technology NFC tag 



Lohmann & Rauscher       Suprasorb CNP Drainagefolien 



Lohmann & Rauscher        Debrisoft 



Lohmann & Rauscher        Vliwasort 

Superabsorbierende Saugkompresse 



Lohmann & Rauscher        Vliwaktiv 

Saugkompresse mit 
Aktivkohlelage 



Sattler        Biogasspeicher 



Sattler        textile Architektur 



Shape & Control 
Legwear Lingerie 

Wolford Shape & Control         
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Thank you. 


